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Raghoji and others obtained some standing here. Some of the princes
particularly those who set up new capitals, got killed. The rest destroyed
each other due to treachery and finally the entire kingdom came under the
sway of one Appasaheb. He tried his best to drive away the English, lost
his hold, and is in exile now-alive but dead for all purposes. The English
administered the kingdom until Raghoji's daughter's son came of age ; a few
months ago this boy was made king in accordance with certain treaty conditions,
made by him with the English. This boy is named Raghoji. According to the
conditions of the treaty, nine lakh rupees per annum are to be paid to the
East India Company. In ancient times, this kingdom extended upto Guttack
in the east, upto river Varadha in south, upto Poona in the west, and upto
Jubbulpore in the north. The East India Company started swallowing bits
of this kingdom in the north and east, whenever they had some disagreement
with Raghoji. In those days, the Company had control of the area of 30 miles
north of Nagpur, and the king of Nagpur had no sway whatsoever there. The
border land of Nagpur, kingdom ends with Rarnatenki.
The king of Nagpur is a maratha and is related to the king of Tanjore.
This kingdom is overflowing with marathas. All peoples talk here in Marathi
using it for conversation as well as for writing. Other languages are not in
vogue. In the days, when they desired their own welfare, they worshipped
God and adored brahmins. At present, the kingdom is being
administered by Collectors and Tahsildars appointed by the Company.
The people of this kingdom are not at all happy after the renditioning of
this kindom to the king by the English. There are several Zamindars under
this king who pay him fixed revenues annually. The' Vakeel' on behalf
of the English is the Resident who stays at Seetabulidi located at a distance of
24 minutes walk from Nagpur. He has constructed his house and garden here.
The battles between the English and the local kings took place near Seetabulidi
hill fort. Several houses of foreigners, the arsenal and the post office are all
located here. Parsees obtained imported articles from Bombay and have
opened shops to facilitate shopping by the English. There is a bazar, houses
of several Hindus and several gardens here. The houses of the Westerners
here are constructed with & Vidavali' grass for the ceiling and is very beautiful
to look at.
1 Kamiti' an area 12 miles from Nagpur is the cantonment for Nagpur
where five battalions (Patalam) are located along with other officials. Kamiti
is an urbanised area. The official language in the cantonment area is English
and therefore people from our area and several Arcot Mudaliars are working
here. In addition to helping people from their area, these people have a
well-developed sense of friendship and fraternity compared to the local
people. I had thought that westerners alone had the custom of helping each
other without enemity in this country and that they were better than us in this
respect. After my entrance into Kamiti cantonment, I have revised my
opinion. When people of one country go out to another country and their
countryman visits them, it is but natural that a feeling of affection and loyalty